
The Winter Programme for 2018 - 2019 is: 

Date Time Subject / Presenter 

Friday 21 Sept 2018 7.30pm “The Hanging Grimston Community Archaeology Project” 

The Hanging Grimston Community Archaeology Project 
was set up to investigate the earthwork remains of the 
deserted medieval village of Hanging Grimston, situated 
on the western edge of the Yorkshire Wolds near to Kirby 
Underdale. The general plan of the medieval village is 
known from the earthworks, but geophysical survey and 
to date four seasons of excavation are revealing much 
more detail of the site’s history. We now know that 
Hanging Grimston started life as a late Iron 
Age/Romano-British ‘ladder settlement’ and ended up as 
a Tudor mansion belonging to the Bourchier family of 
Beningborough Hall. The project is a joint venture of the 
High Wolds Heritage Group and the Scarborough 
Archaeological and Historical Society. 

Marcus Jecock (Archaeological Investigator, Historic 
England) 

Friday 19 Oct 2018 7.30pm “Roman Magic: Occult Objects and Supernatural 
Substances" 

Magic was used widely in the Roman world as a tool to 
bestow good luck in life, to promote good health, to bring 
happiness in relationships, and to curse enemies. This 
talk will introduce the subject of Roman Magic – the 
objects, the substances, the rituals, and the spells. It will 
discuss the material evidence from Roman Britain, and 
include examples of magical objects from York and 
Yorkshire. 

Adam Parker (Assistant Curator of Archaeology, 
Yorkshire Museum, and a PhD researcher with the Open 
University) 

Friday 16 Nov 2018 7.30pm “First Skin Your Sheep - The practicalities and skills of 
manuscript production” 

We readily recognise medieval manuscripts as treasures 
from the past; when they were made, they were 
recognised as treasures too. But the treasure-value of 
manuscripts is not simply in the wonderful finished 
product: it lies also in the immense investment of 
livestock, materials, time and expertise that it took to 
create the finished product. What, exactly, did it take to 
get from the living animal to the illuminated manuscript? 
What degree of wealth does this imply? What techniques 
were used? What skills were required? These are 
questions that will be explored in this lecture – an 
exploration that will almost certainly change for ever the 
way you look at these treasures from the past. 

Prof. Joyce Hill (Emeritus Professor of Medieval 
Literature, University of Leeds) 



Friday 18 Jan 2019 7.30pm “Isotopic Magic - How does isotopic analysis identify 
human migrants in the past?” 

Have you ever wondered how archaeologists decide 
whether the person in a Viking grave is from Scandinavia 
or a local chap who was buried with a sword and shield 
and a silver Thor's hammer? This talk will explain how 
isotope analysis of the skeleton can help with such 
questions and dig down into some of the uncertainties 
and problems involved. It is never as simple as the media 
like to portray it! Janet Montgomery was the first 
researcher to develop the use of these methods on 
archaeological skeletons in Britain and her work has 
featured in programmes such as Meet the Ancestors and 
Secrets of the Dead for over 20 years. 

Prof. Janet Montgomery (Professor in the Department of 
Archaeology, Durham University 

Friday 15 Feb 2019 7.30pm “York’s Baedeker Raid” 

The presentation looks at the background to the 
Baedeker Raids and the resources available in 1942 to 
locate enemy aircraft and to defend York. Was there only 
“the lone French airman” defending the city and what 
actually happened to the troop train in York station? The 
events of April 29th 1942 in the air and on the ground, 
are explained. The presentation concludes with a “then & 
now” journey through parts of York. 

Malcolm Brooke 

Friday 15 Mar 2019 7.30pm “Anglo-Saxon and Viking communities in the Vale and on 
the Wolds” 

Almost all the rural communities in the Vale of Pickering 
and on the nearby Wolds were in existence by the time of 
the Norman conquest. By then, many of them were 
already centuries old. This talk will outline current 
research into how and when these communities were 
formed, using place-names recorded in Domesday Book 
and township boundaries mapped systematically for the 
first time in the mid-19th century. It will also focus on the 
impact of Scandinavian settlement in these areas during 
the late 9th and 10th centuries, in the wake of the Viking 
invasions. 

Stuart Wrathmell ( Heritage Consultant) 

Friday 12 Apr 2019 6:50pm 
(AGM) 

7.30pm 
(talk) 

  

AGM, followed by: 

“Dead Men's Tales: The Archaeology of Burials ” 

In the past many societies have had a surprisingly 
diverse number of ways of disposing of the dead - 
including a wide range of burial methods. By looking at 
these different types of burials, and how they have 
changed over time, we can see how attitudes and beliefs 



have changed and gain an insight into the practices 
surrounding death and burial. 

John Buglass (JB Archaeology Ltd) 

 


